CONVICTS  IN IRON  CAGES	US
Unknown Prison-Land must have twitched his. moustache in
dismay when he heard of these intolerable liberties allowed
the Communards. He would have been heartened no doubt
by Rochefort's description of what he heard from He Nou.
Rochefort writes that every Wednesday, about 10 or 11
o'clock in the morning, the Communards heard a terrible
yelling and screaming drifting across the water from lie Nou*
The warders were applying the regulation bastinados to the
convicts. These unfortunates were stripped to the loins and
tied down to a bench while the 'corrector,' a gigantic mulatto,
belaboured them with a whip of bullock sinews. The
'corrector's'energy depended on the size of the coin which
the victim was able to slip into his hand before the punish-
ment commenced.
It was through the efforts of Rochefort and a few other
Communards that these whippings eventually were discon-
tinued. Pamphlets and articles -written by these people when
they returned to Europe aroused public opinion to such an
extent that the government had to forbid further lashings.
Unfortunately they substituted the ccachot noir,' which, as
described in the preceding chapter, was even worse.
Rochefort also writes of a band called the 'Terrors,' who
exercised considerable influence on lie Nou. 'Some of the
convicts on He Nou were relatively happy. The "Terrors'*
were a squadron of bandits fearing nothing, holding the
whole personnel of the convict station under their domina-
tion, especially the warders... The guards and the
unmanageable element have a sort of tacit arrangement by
virtue of which they mutually spare one another. The
terrorized pay tribute to the "Terrors."'
Henri Rochefort, from the time he left Marseilles, had
only one thought in his mind—to escape and throw himself
once more into political activity in Europe. Already on the
voyage out he had contemplated swimming across to Las
Palmas while La Virginie was anchored in the harbour, but
he knew that the Spanish authorities would have handed
him back to the French.

